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So I want to ask you to do two things.
Number one, if you haven’t given him a con-
tribution, give him one, even if it’s just $10.
Give him more money. If people know the
difference between him and his opponent,
he wins. And believe me, he can still win.
The other guy is nowhere near over 50 per-
cent. And it’s all about eastern Pennsylvania,
name recognition, and clarity of under-
standing of their position.

Number two, I want you to promise your-
self when you leave here today, every day
between now and the election, you’re going
to talk to them about Al Gore, Joe
Lieberman, Ron Klink, the Democrats,
where we were 8 years ago, where we are
now, what we want to do, what the dif-
ferences are, how we’ll affect people’s lives.

Look, this is real stuff. I am grateful you
gave me the chance to serve. I hope I’ve
made some contribution to the well-being of
Philadelphia, as the mayor said, and the State
of Pennsylvania.

But listen to me. All of our public life is
always about the future. And the future now,
for me, is getting back to New York in time
to celebrate my 25th anniversary. And the
future for you is Al Gore, Joe Lieberman,
Ron Klink, and the New Democrats that
brought America back. You go tell people
that.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. at the
Wyndham Franklin Plaza Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor John F. Street of Philadel-
phia; Christine M. Tartaglione, chair, Democratic
Party of Pennsylvania; William M. George, presi-
dent, Pennsylvania AFL–CIO; Edward G.
Rendell, general chair, Democratic National
Committee; Catherine Baker Knoll, candidate for
State treasurer; Jim Eisenhower III, candidate for
State attorney general; Bob Casey, Jr., guber-
natorial candidate; Representative Ron Klink, can-
didate for U.S. Senate; and former Representative
Lucien E. Blackwell.

Statement on Congressional Action
on the ‘‘Victims of Trafficking and
Violence Protection Act of 2000’’
October 11, 2000

I congratulate the Congress on its bipar-
tisan work to pass the Victims of Trafficking

and Violence Protection Act of 2000, which
contains legislation to combat trafficking in
persons, especially women and children, as
well as legislation to strengthen and reau-
thorize the Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA). These initiatives have been impor-
tant priorities of my administration, and I
look forward to signing this bill into law.

My administration strongly supports this
comprehensive anti-trafficking legislation as
part of our vigorous campaign to combat traf-
ficking in persons, a modern day form of slav-
ery, and to punish the international criminal
organizations that engage in it. Trafficking is
one of the fastest growing criminal enter-
prises in the world, ensnaring up to 2 million
additional victims around the world each
year, including 50,000 annually here in the
United States. On March 11, 1998, I issued
an executive memorandum directing my ad-
ministration to combat this insidious human
rights abuse through a three-part strategy of
prosecuting traffickers, providing protection
and assistance for trafficking victims, and
preventing future trafficking. This strategy
has established the framework for our work
in this country and abroad. The legislation
approved by Congress today will strengthen
this approach, providing new tools to protect
trafficking victims and punish traffickers. It
will institutionalize our Government’s re-
sponse, laying the groundwork for future ad-
ministrations to carry this important work
forward, and will ensure that trafficking of
persons assumes the prominent place on the
world’s agenda that it deserves until we put
an end to this horrible practice.

I signed VAWA into law as part of my
crime bill in 1994, and during the last 6 years,
VAWA has made a crucial difference in the
lives of hundreds of thousands of women and
children. The Violence Against Women Act
has enabled communities to expand preven-
tion efforts, enhance the safety of more vic-
tims, and hold perpetrators of violence
against women accountable for their acts.
But more needs to be done. From 1993
through 1998, on average, 22 percent of all
female victims of violence were attacked by
an intimate partner. The legislation approved
by the Senate today will do more to help
these women by reauthorizing critical VAWA
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grant programs, providing important protec-
tions for battered immigrant women, reau-
thorizing the domestic violence hotline, and
helping State and tribal courts improve inter-
state enforcement of protection orders. It is
especially fitting that Congress passed this
crucial legislation in the month designated
as Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the National Security Team
October 12, 2000

Situation in the Middle East/U.S.S. Cole
The President. I have just been meeting

with my national security team on today’s
tragic events in the Middle East, and I would
like to make a brief statement.

First, as you know, an explosion claimed
the lives of at least four sailors on one of
our naval vessels, the U.S.S. Cole, this morn-
ing. Many were injured; a number are still
missing. They were simply doing their duty.
The ship was refueling in a port in Yemen
while en route to the Persian Gulf. We’re
rushing medical assistance to the scene, and
our prayers are with the families who have
lost their loved ones or are still awaiting
news.

If, as it now appears, this was an act of
terrorism, it was a despicable and cowardly
act. We will find out who was responsible
and hold them accountable. If their intention
was to deter us from our mission of pro-
moting peace and security in the Middle
East, they will fail utterly.

I have directed the Department of De-
fense, the FBI, and the State Department
to send officials to Yemen to begin the inves-
tigation. Secretary Albright has spoken with
President Salih of Yemen, and we expect to
work closely with his government to that ef-
fect.

Our military forces and our Embassies in
the region have been on heightened state of
alert for some time now. I have ordered our
ships in the region to pull out of port and
our land forces to increase their security.

Tensions are extremely high today
throughout the entire region, as all of you
know. I strongly condemn the murder of
Israeli soldiers in Ram Allah today. While I

understand the anguish Palestinians feel over
the losses they have suffered, there can be
no possible justification for mob violence. I
call on both sides to undertake a cease-fire
immediately and immediately to condemn all
acts of violence.

Finally, let me say this. The Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict is one of the greatest tragedies
and most difficult problems of our time. But
it can be solved. The progress of the last few
years—progress that brought Israel to the
hope of a final peace with true security and
Palestinians to the hope of a sovereign state
recognized by the entire world—was not
made through violence. It happened because
both sides sat down together, negotiated, and
slowly built up the trust that violence de-
stroys.

Now is the time to stop the bloodshed,
to restore calm, to return to dialog and ulti-
mately to the negotiating table. The alter-
native to the peace process is now no longer
merely hypothetical. It is unfolding today be-
fore our very eyes.

Now I need to go back to work on this,
and so I won’t take questions right now. But
the Department of Defense will offer a brief-
ing today and will be able to answer the ques-
tions that are relevant to today’s events.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:47 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Ali Salih of Yemen.

Statement on Efforts To Lift
Sanctions Against Serbia
October 12, 2000

Today I have directed the Department of
the Treasury and the Department of State
to take immediate steps to begin lifting the
trade and financial sanctions imposed against
Serbia in 1998, except those targeted against
members of the former regime. This includes
lifting the oil embargo and flight ban, which
will be effective immediately.

The victory of freedom in Serbia is one
of the most hopeful developments in Europe
since the fall of the Berlin Wall. It ended
a dictatorship, and it can liberate an entire
region from the nagging fear that ethnic dif-
ferences will again be exploited to start wars


